AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 2, 2009

SENATE BILL No. 570

Introduced by Senator Maldonado

February 27, 2009

An act to-amend-Sectior22352-6f add Section 22358.1 to the \Vehicle
Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 570, as amended, Maldonado. Prima-\Vehicles: prima facie speed
limits:-suburban-streets: rural roads.

Existing law authorizes the Department of Transportation, after
consultation with the Department of the California Highway Patrol,
whenever it determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic
survey on existing highway segments, or upon the basis of appropriate
design standards and projected traffic volumes in the case of newly
constructed highway segments, that a speed greater than 65 miles per
hour would facilitate the orderly movement of vehicular traffic and
would be reasonable and safe upon any state highway, or portion
thereof, to declare, with the approval of the Department of the California
Highway Patrol, a higher maximum speed of 70 miles per hour.

This bill would require the Department of Transportation, in
consultation with the Department of the California Highway Patrol
and interested parties as determined necessary by the Department of
Transportation, to make an assessment as to whether it is appropriate
to establish in statute a new prima facie speed limit with regard to
undivided highways that were designed as rural roads but are now in
areas that have experienced substantial residential development. This
bill would require the department, if it determines a new prima facie
speed limit isappropriate, to recommend a new prima facie speed limit
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for those roads, and any conditions that should apply to the roads that
would be subject to the new speed limit. The bill would require the
department to make a report to the Senate Committee on Transportation
and Housing and the Assembly Committee on Transportation no later
than June 30, 2010.

lew-provides that the-prirma-facie speecimit .

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yesno.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 22358.1 is added to the ehicle Code, to
read:

22358.1. Notwithstanding any other law, the Department of
Transportation, in consultation with the Department of the
California Highway Patrol and interested parties as determined
necessary by the Department of Transportation, shall make an
assessment as to whether it is appropriate to establish in statute
a new prima facie speed limit with regard to undivided highways
that were designed as rural roads but are now in areas that have
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experienced substantial residential development. In making its
assessment, if the department deter mines a new prima facie speed
limit is appropriate, the department shall recommend the new
prima facie speed limit for these roads and any conditions that
should apply to the roads that would be subject to the new speed
limit. The department shall make a report to the Senate Committee
on Transportation and Housing and the Assembly Committee on
Transportation no later than June 30, 2010.

98



98



